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independence cither of the South African Republic or of the  CHAP.
Orange Free State."*
For some time Milnor's letters are in a less sombre mood.
Heartened by our marches towards Bloemfontein and Pretoria,
he depicts brilliantly the confused life about him. He sticks to
it that the Imperial Parliament will find it absolutely necessary
to deal with Cape Colony by exceptional legislation. But the
Colonial Secretary stuck to it in his turn that coercion never
could change the Dutch but conciliation might.
The High Commissioner's difficulties were eased for a time.
The Colony had been cleared of the invaders, the embers of
the first rebellion were put out, or almost ceased to glow; a
general rising amongst the Dutch population was no longer
feared. Towards mid-June, after the British occupation of
Johannesburg and Pretoria, the Bond Ministry collapsed at
Cape Town, owing to its internal dissensions on the treatment
of rebels and the annexation of the Republics. Sir Gordon Sprigg
formed a British Ministry with the support of Schreiner and
Solomon, and the question of suspending the Constitution fell
into abeyance. Chamberlain held that his more restrained policy
in the last few months had made Schreiner's attitude possible;
but that Milner's more drastic policy, had it been sanctioned,
would have united the Dutch to a man and bitterly exasperated
the whole racial problem.
In a temperate dispatch he had explained at length his policy
upon the racial dispute embittered by rebellion. A short message
shows how lie held the scales even:
Clemency to rebels is a policy which has the hearty sympathy of Her
Majesty's Government, but justice to loyalists is an obligation of duty
and honour. The question is how can these two policies be harmonised.
It is clear that in the interest of future peace it is necessary to show that
rebellion cannot be indulged in with impunity, and above all that, if
unsuccessful, it is not a profitable business for the rebel. Otherwise the
State would be offering a premium to rebellion,2
Milner next asked the Colonial Secretary whether the dis-
franchisement of rebels was to be for life or for a given period.
1 March 11, 1900. Cd. 261, 1900, 2 Cd. 264, 1900, p. 7 (Chamberlain
pp. 20-22.                                               to Milner, Telegram, May 5, 1900).